
 
 

 
 

CORE 

The root word community comes from the Latin “communis”, meaning "common, public, shared by all or 

many." 

One of the Greek words used for community is “koino̱nía” which describes a society and the communion they 

share. 

 

 

Opening Discussion Question: What are your initial thoughts about what an authentic community looks like? 

From the article, What Makes a Congregation a Real Faith Community?                                   

https://alban.org/archive/what-makes-a-congregation-a-real-faith-community/ 

Debbie shared the real issue the western culture has in wanting to be separate but yet together. Do you have any 

practical ideas about how we can work with this tension so that we can experience authentic community in life-

giving ways? 

 

 

 

Take turns reading Ephesians 2: 11-22 out loud. 

 

1. Authentic communities Recognize Christ as King (Verse 11a) 

“Do I follow Jesus as a religious ruler or is He my King?” was a question we gave some space to on 

Sunday. What was/is your reaction to this? When you think of being a Christ follower, how do you tend 

to view the One (Jesus) that you are following? 

 

 

 

 

2. Authentic communities are made up of people with circumcised hearts (11b) 
Read Ezekiel 36:22-28; 1 Corinthians 7:19; Colossians 2:11; Galatians 5:6; Romans 2:29 

What common truth do you see in these scriptures? 

What do you see as different in the life that continues to allow the heart to be circumcised? 

 

 

 

3. Authentic Communities are committed to level ground for all people (verses 12-16a) 

Optional: Read Acts 10 (story of Cornelius and Peter) if you want to, otherwise just refer to it. 

 

Discussion Guidelines: 

 Participate honestly. Your 

questions and opinions are 

valued. 

 Keep each comment to 2-3 min. 

Allow others to make comments 

before weighing in again. 

 Try to participate for most 

questions, but everyone has the 

right to pass. 

 Try to stay on topic.   

 We are here to support one 

https://alban.org/archive/what-makes-a-congregation-a-real-faith-community/


What is your personal comfort level within your community of faith? Do you prefer to engage with 

people who are more like you? Do you find it fairly easy to engage with people very different from you? 

What do you see as the benefits of growing in comfort and connecting with people who are very 

different than you? What are the challenges? What is the primary reason that Jesus calls us to this? What 

is one step you can take towards this? 

 

 

 

4. Authentic Communities live in the kingdom of love (Verses 16b – 18)  

Quote from sermon: Being an authentic community involves more than meeting peoples’  needs. That is 

not the total meaning of being loving. The church can’t be a place where the majority look to a minority 

to meet their needs. To live in the kingdom of love together involves a mutuality – mutual care, mutual 

interest, mutual everything. What is your actual experience here? Have you experienced the church 

functioning as primarily “mutual” in its care/love? How do you feel about it? How can the church move 

more towards mutuality? 

 

 

 

5. Authentic Communities join in the story God began in the beginning (Verses 19-20) 

Share with each other: Are you the first generation of entering the story? Have others ahead of you 

joined the story? What are you grateful for in this? What do you want to bring to the story? 

 

 

 

6. Authentic Communities are committed to ongoing transformation (verses 21-22) 

What comes to mind with the analogy of “under construction” in regards to transformation? What 

insight to being an authentic community does this word picture (under construction) give? 

 


