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I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ,  only 

Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born to the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell; on the third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father and will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body and the life everlasting, Amen. 

 

 

Introduction: 

Share what you may have previously been taught about the Holy Spirit and what your 

thoughts/feelings have been surrounding Him. 

 

 

 

1. Read out loud the following references/expressions of the Spirit in the OT:  

 

 Moses and the 70 elders that led under him: Numbers 11:25 

 Deborah and Barak so that they could lead an army against the Canaanites who had 

cruelly oppressed the people for over 20 years: Judges 4:1-8 

 -5  

 

-39  

 Finally, words from God were given by the Spirit to the prophets to speak to the 

people, to warn them, to bring them back to God when they strayed, to predict what 

God would do: I.e. Hosea 4:1-3 

 

Discussion Guidelines: 

 Participate honestly. Your questions and 

opinions are valued. 

 Keep each comment to 2-3 min. Allow others 

to make comments before weighing in again. 

 Try to participate for most questions, but 

everyone has the right to pass. 

 Try to stay on topic.   

 We are here to support one another, not “fix” 

one another. 

 Speak the truth in love, growing in every way 

more and more like Christ (Ephesians 4:15). 

 What is shared in the group stays in the 

group. 

 



2. Have you previously thought of the Holy Spirit as something rather than as someone? What 

difference does it make to realize that the Spirit is a Person in the Trinity? 

 

 

 

Two images: Fire and a Dove: Read the following verses that use these two symbols of the 

Spirit. Matthew 3:11  Matthew 3:13-16 

 

 

 

3. Discuss these two symbols and the verses in which they are used. What characteristics of the 

Holy Spirit are seen in them? 

 

 

 

4. 

John 6:38; John 4:34. How did He live this out? In other words, what does it look like to live for 

 

 

 

 

5. Read the following things Jesus told His disciples about the Holy Spirit. Choose one and share 

what you get out of it/how it impacts you: 

 

 I go away; for if I do not go away, the Paraclete will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 

him to you. John 16:7 

 John 14:15-17 15:  And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever 17 the Spirit of 

truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you 

know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 

 John 7:38-39: Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, 

 

speaking of the Spirit, who would be given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had 

not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet entered into his glory.) 

 He told them, 

third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 

nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you 

what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power 

-49 



6. Read together, out loud, the following message that Peter gave after he and the others were 

filled with the Spirit (quoting from the prophet, Joel): 

 

 In the last days, God says, I will pour out My Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, 

your old men will dream dreams. Even on My menservants and maidservants I will pour out 

My Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heavens above 

and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to 

darkness, and the moon to blood, before the coming of the great and glorious Day of the 

 Acts 2:15-21  

 Saint Paul wrote, "You must know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is 

within the Spirit you have received from God" (Corinthians 6:19).  

 

 

 

7. As you go through the different ways the Spirit works in us His temple, in order live our lives for 

the will of God, share one way in which you would like to more open to the Spirit. 

 

 The Spirit convicts, attracts and brings us to new birth: John 3:5; John 16:8; John 3:5-6  

 The Spirit will reveal Jesus continue to form Jesus in us:2 Corinthians 3:18 

 The Spirit reveals/enlivens the Word: Acts 4:4; John 14:25-26 

 The Spirit gives us gifts for ministry:1 Corinthians 12:4-11; Ephesians 4;  Romans 12 

 The Spirit prays through us: Romans 8:26-27  

 The Spirit gives us power for our part in the mission: Acts 1:8 

 

 

8. Pray for each other in your desires to open yourselves to more of the Spirit and to grow in 

 

 

 


