
Matthew 21:1-8 

 

1. Jesus very intentionally borrowed the donkey for his entry 

into the city.  Matthew sees it as the fulfillment of 

Zechariah 9:9-10.  

a. What was Jesus trying to say by coming into the 

city this way? 

b. What are some ways that Jesus’ kingdom of peace 

differs from kingdoms and political regimes in the 

world today? 

c. How do you experience the graciousness of Jesus’ 

reign of peace in your life today? 

 

2. Do you find yourself tempted to revert to forceful or manipulative means for getting things done? 

 

 

 

3. Read Mark 11:12-20.  Mark tells the Fig Tree story in a ‘wrap-around’ form to draw attention to how the Fig tree 

and the temple stories relate.  How does the fruitlessness of the fig tree relate to what Jesus finds in the 

temple?  How does his action in the temple compare with his action towards the tree? 

 

 

 

4. What lesson could we learn from this disappointment of Jesus?  How do the following passages relate to this 

theme of unfruitfulness?  Matt 3:8-10; Matt 7:17-21; Matt 12:33; Luke 13:6-9; John 15:1-8; Gal. 5:22-23; James 

3:17-18 

 

 

 

  

5. Is there some way need to cultivate gentleness as a fruit of the Spirit more intentionally in your life? 

 

 

 

6. Is there room in your life to adopt ‘downward-mobility’ to put into practice the humility of Jesus? 

 

 

Discussion Guidelines: 

 Participate honestly. Your questions and 

opinions are valued. 

 Keep each comment to 2-3 min. Allow others 

to make comments before weighing in again. 

 Try to participate for most questions, but 

everyone has the right to pass. 

 Try to stay on topic.   

 We are here to support one another, not “fix” 

one another. 

 Speak the truth in love, growing in every way 

more and more like Christ (Ephesians 4:15). 

 What is shared in the group stays in the 

group. 

 



 

 

7. If Jesus were to look around our church as he did in the temple, what tables do you think he might point to and 

say, “Get these out of here”? 


